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FOREWORD 
 

The University of Dallas is an equal opportunity, co-educational and Catholic institution of higher learning. 

It is open to students and faculty of all faiths, and does not discriminate in admissions or employment on 

the basis of race, color, sex, age, handicap, or national origin.  Every effort has been made to include in this 

handbook information that, at the time of printing, most accurately and pertinently represents the IPS 

program. However, the provisions of this handbook are subject to change by the University without notice 

and do not constitute a contract between any student and the University of Dallas. 

 

As a private institution the University explicitly reserves the right to judge whether it is in the best interests 

of the institution that a student be allowed to continue affiliation and may, for reasons deemed sufficient by 

the University itself, discontinue affiliation. By registering, the student concedes to the University the right 

to require withdrawal whenever it deems withdrawal necessary. 

 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with all policies and for complying with all 

procedures in this Handbook, the current University Bulletin, and the current University of Dallas Student 

Handbook. The Student Handbook may be obtained from the Office of Student Life, Haggar Center. 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTE OF PHILOSOPHIC STUDIES 
 

What is now the Institute of Philosophic Studies developed from an integrated program in Literature and 

Politics conceived by Louise Cowan and Willmoore Kendall. Their founding conviction was that Politics and 

Literature, 
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ON THE CORE CURRICULUM 

 

The unifying character of the Ph.D. program in the Institute of Philosophic Studies finds its chief expression 

in its Core Curriculum. It summons the IPS faculty and students to the task of recovery and renewal of the 

tradition of Western liberal education and the Christian intellectual life. “Recovery” means that there is 

wisdom in the past. It insists that those who went before have much yet to teach those who come after. It holds 

that in our search for wisdom about the most important things, the ingenious, formative minds of the past 

should be chief companions in the inquiry. Moreover, it implies that any grasp of present realities and any 

serious projects for the future are intimately bound up with the principles of the great tradition. “Renewal” 

reminds us that history always puts a new face on the difficulties that beset those who endeavor to seek truth 

and justice in their own time. The IPS faculty accepts the challenge to think critically and creatively about the 

most significant issues. Indeed, it is the compelling force of our questions today that gives direction and 

purpose to our study of the tradition. Ancient verities can be neglected, and neither the ancients nor the 

moderns saw the whole of truth clearly. It is with this sense of purpose our doctoral students are asked to 

examine at their deepest level the principles of Western liberal learning. 

 

Philosophy, Politics, Literature, and Theology are the four disciplines of the Institute. Although they are 

four distinct ways of knowing, each engages fundamental questions that concern the whole context of 

existence. Philosophy and Politics represent the fundamental speculative and practical modes of inquiry 

respectively, while Literature presents the lived through possibilities embodying philosophy in a whole life. 

The three disciplines together are cut across and penetrated by the dialogue between faith and reason rooted 

in revelation and sustained by Theology. Through the Core Curriculum and its interdisciplinary character 

the student experiences the common quest for wisdom through the differing and complementary disciplines. 

 

The primary vehicle of instruction is the close study of great texts, distinguished by their power to illumine 

reflective minds across generations and cultures. Although each of these works presents a face of the human 

soul and its deepest moral and metaphysical concerns in concrete, particular historical contexts, each also 

possesses the genius to lead reflective thinkers into a consideration of first things. 

 

 

Core Courses (See most recent General Bulletin) 

 

1.    HOMER AND VERGIL. A study of the Iliad and the Odyssey of Homer and Vergil’s Aeneid. 

 

2.    PLATO AND ARISTOTLE. Careful reading of seminal texts by two thinkers who laid the 
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comprehensive examination. A matriculation fee is required. It entitles the student to the use of 

the library and other services. 

 

9697     Dissertation Research I.  (Dissertation Prep Seminar) Full time in the research and writing of the 

doctoral dissertation under the guidance of an approved director. A grade of T is assigned for this 

six-credit-hour course that remains until after the defense of the dissertation. Prerequisite: 

Completion of both foreign language requirements and comprehensive examination. 

 



 

 

4 

 Representative Texts Studied in the IPS Core 

 

▪ Bible:  Genesis, Exodus, Job, Psalms (1, 2, 22, 23, 29, 37, 47, 51, 53, 73, 95, 110, 130, 146-150), 

Isaiah, Matthew, John, Romans, Corinthians I and II, Revelation 

 

▪ Homer:  Iliad, Odyssey 

▪ Plato:  Republic 

▪ Aristotle:  Nicomachean Ethics 

▪ Vergil:  Aeneid 

▪ Augustine:  Confessions and City of God 

▪ Aquinas: Summa Theologiae  

▪ Dante:  Divine Comedy 

▪ Machiavelli:  The Prince 

▪ Descartes:  Meditations 

▪ Shakespeare:  Hamlet, Tempest, King Lear 

▪ Hobbes: Leviathan 

▪ Milton: Paradise Lost 

▪ Rousseau:  Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, and Emile 

▪ Kant: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics and Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals 

▪ Hegel:  Phenomenology of Spirit or Encyclopedia 

▪ Nietzsche:  Genealogy of Morals or Beyond Good and Evil or Thus Spoke Zarathustra 

▪ Dostoevski:  Brothers Karamazov 

▪ Heidegger:  Question Concerning Technology 
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George Herbert, “The Altar,” “Affliction,” “Prayer (I),” “Jordan (I),” “Virtue,” “The Pulley,” “The 

Collar,”  “Easter Wings,” “Love (III)” 

 

John Milton, “Lycidas,” “On the Morning of Christ's Nativity,” “How Soon Hath Time,” “When I 

Consider How My Light is Spent,” “Methought I Saw My Late Espoused Saint” 

 

William Blake, “Introduction” to Songs of Innocence, “Introduction” to Songs of Experience, “The 

Lamb,” “The Tyger,”  “The Sick Rose,” “The Garden of Love,” “London,” “Mock on, Mock on, 

Voltaire, Rousseau,” “O Did Those Feet in Ancient Times” 

 

William Wordsworth, “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey,” “She Dwelt among the 

Untrodden Ways,” “A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal,” “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” “Michael,” 

“Composed upon Westminster Bridge,” “Ode: On Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of 

Early Childhood,” “The Solitary Reaper” 

 

John Keats, “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer,” “La Belle Dame Sans Merci,” “Ode to a 

Nightingale,” “Ode on Melancholy,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” “To Autumn” 

 

Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess,” “Fra Lippo Lippi,” “Andrea del Sarto,” “Two in the Campagna,” 

“Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came,” “Caliban upon Setebos” 

 

Emily Dickinson, “Safe in their Alabaster Chambers,” “The Soul Selects Her Own Society,” “After Great 

Pain a Formal Feeling Comes,” “I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died,” “Because I Could not Stop for 

Death,” “Further in Summer than the Birds,” “Tell All the Truth but Tell it Slant,” “As Imperceptible 

as Grief” 

 

William Butler Yeats, “Easter 1916,” “The Wild Swans at Coole,” “The Second Coming,” “Leda and the 

Swan,” “Dialogue of Soul and Self,” “Sailing to Byzantium,” “Byzantium,” “Among School 

Children,” “Lapis Lazuli” 

 

T.S. Eliot, “Preludes,” “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” “Gerontion,” The Waste Land, “The 

Journey of the Magi,” “Ash Wednesday” 

 

Robert Frost, “Nothing Gold Can Stay,” “Mending Wall,” “Birches,” “After Apple-Picking,” “The Road 

Not Taken,” “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” “For Once, Then Something,” “Desert 

Places,” “Design,” “Never Again Would Birds’ Song Be the Same,” “Directive” 

 

Wallace Stevens, “Sunday Morning, “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” “Anecdote of a Jar,” 

“The Snow Man,” “The Idea of Order at Key West,” “A Postcard from the Volcano,” “Of Modern 

Poetry,” “The World as Meditation,” “To an Old Philosopher in Rome” 

 

 

Literary Criticism 

 

Aristotle, The Poetics 

Sir Philip Sidney, “An Apology for Poetry” 

William Wordsworth, “Preface to 
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Philosophy 

 

The aim of philosophy at the University of Dallas is to recover a wisdom that deals with those “first things” 

that ground and locate human experience within the whole of being. Philosophy is impelled by reference 

to that totality which distinguishes human existence. It analyzes the frameworks within which other human 

endeavors occur and recommends ways in which they might be situated so as to throw light on the character 

of the totality. Such illumination, in turn, affects those other human endeavors by giving them perspective. 

By reason of its location in a Catholic institution, the department of philosophy is particularly interested in 
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Leibniz    Discourse on Metaphysics 

_______   Monadology 

 

Locke    Essay Concerning Human Understanding  

(Intro.; Bk. 1, ch. 1; Bk. 2, ch. 1–13, 19–27, 31–33; Bk. 3, ch. 1–3; Bk. 4, 

ch. 1–4, 9–11, 18–19) 

 

Hume    An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding  

_______   Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion  

 

Rousseau   First Discourse: Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts 

 

Kant    Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals 

_______   Critique of Pure Reason 

 

Hegel    Philosophy of Spirit 

(Part 3 of the Encyclopedia of Philosophic Sciences)  

 

Kierkegaard   Fear and Trembling 

_______   Concluding Unscientific Postscript  

 

Mill    Utilitarianism 

_______   On Liberty 

_______   The Subjection of Women  

 

Nietzsche   Genealogy of Morals 

_______   Thus Spake Zarathustra   

 

Bergson   An Introduction to Metaphysics  

 

Husserl    Ideas I, section 2: “The Fundamental Phenomenological Outlook” 

_______ “Philosophy and the Crisis of European Humanity” (Vienna Lecture, in 

the appendix to Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental 

Phenomenology) 

 

Wittgenstein   Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus 

_______   Philosophical Investigations 

 

Heidegger   Being and Time 

_______   “What is Metaphysics?” 

_______   “The End of Philosophy and the Task of Thinking” 
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Politics 

 

The study of politics at the University of Dallas comprises all things human. If the polis is the association 

whose purpose is the complete human life, then politics includes all the activities whose end is the complete 

human life. In reflecting upon these activities, politics becomes philosophic.  Indeed, it is only political 

philosophy, whose founder was Socrates, which takes seriously the possibility of the best regime as the 

standard whereby every other polity is to be judged. Political philosophy, according to Aristotle, is an 

inquiry into the soul. For, it is ultimately the proper order of the human soul which determines the proper 

order of constitutions. 

 

The modern difficulty is that we no longer think of politics as concerned with all human things. The state 

has replaced the polis, and that means that we now understand politics as concerned only with the external 

conditions for human existence. In the Institute Politics program students engage the great texts of political 

philosophy. They enter a conversation or rather a dialectical exchange between the texts, the student, and 

the teacher that is ordered toward discovering the truth about human nature. 

 

The program also means to restore the importance of the rhetorical tradition. We wish to restore the 

understanding of the power that the word has over the soul. The tendency in political thought today is to 

interpret human actions as caused by some impersonal force, whether the mode of production, the market 

place, sexual or biological forces, or the mysterious dispensations of History. Political thought becomes an 

epiphenomenon, a mere reflection or deceptive rationa
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Politics Reading List 

 

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War 

 

Aristotle, Politics 

 

Cicero, Republic 

 

Plutarch, Parallel Lives, selections: Theseus, Romulus; Lycurgus, Numa; Alcibiades, Coriolanus; 

Alexander, Caesar. 

 

Thomas Aquinas, “Treatise on Law,” selections: Summa Theologiae, I-II, Questions 90-101, 104-

105,108. 

 

Machiavelli, The Prince. 

 

John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, all of the Second Treatise, plus the following selections from 

the First Treatise: ch. 1, sec. 1-3; ch. 2, sec. 6-9, 14; ch. 4, sec. 21-27, 33, 39, 42, 43; ch. 5, sec. 44-47; ch. 

6, sec. 53-61; ch. 9, sec. 86-100; ch. 11, sec. 106). 

 

Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution of 1787. 

 

Virginia (1776) and Massachusetts (1780) Declarations of Rights. 

 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787. 

 

The Federalist. 

 

Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals. 

 

Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto; “Contribution to a Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: 

Introduction.” 

 

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, appropriate selections showing his approach to the topic. 

For example: Introduction (pp. 3-15), vol 1, pt 1, ch 2-5 (27-93), vol 1, pt 2, ch 5-6 (187-235), vol 1, pt 2, 

ch 9 (264-302), vol 2, pt 2, ch 1-8 (479-503), vol 2, pt 3, ch 8-12 (558-576), vol 2, pt 4, ch 1-3 and 6-8 

(639-645, 661-676) (page numbers are from the Mansfield translation). 

 

Abraham Lincoln, Speech on the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), Speech on Dred Scott (1857), First and 

Second Inaugural Addresses, Address to Congress on July 4, 1861, Gettysburg Address. 

 

The Lincoln-Douglas Debates, ed. Robert W. Johannsen (New York: Oxford, 1965), selections showing 

the views of both Lincoln and Douglas. For example, 14-36, 78-79, 86-92, 145-49, 162-63, 195-200, 206-

226, 229-39, 242-44. 

 

The early Progressives: any writings of John Dewey, Richard T. Ely, Charles E. Merriam and/or others 

who illustrate their understanding of morality and politics. 

 

Leo Strauss, any selections indicating his approach to political philosophy. For example, What is Political 

Philosophy, Chapter 1, 2, 3, and 9; or, Natural Right and History, Introduction, chapters 1 and 4, and one 

of the modern subchapters. 
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ON DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The Institute of Philosophic Studies awards the Ph.D. and M.A., under the titles Doctor of Philosophy in 

Literature, Philosophy, or Politics, and Master of Arts in English, Philosophy, or Politics. 

 

Doctoral Requirements 

 

1. 
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Languages 

 

Students must fulfill the language requirement in one of three ways:   

 

1)  By taking an upper level (3000+) course (other than the special reading courses) at the University of 

Dallas in the literature of the language in question and by passing with a grade of B or better (students 

entering the Institute with a bachelor’
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is taken. The student is expected to know the text or texts thoroughly, including the major secondary 

literature.  

 

2. A one-and-a-half hour oral examination is usually given within three weeks of the written examination. 

It includes questioning of the student’s answers in the written examination, but may also include other 

questions about any of the texts on the concentration reading list or about the content of any course that 

the student has taken. 

 

3. The questions for the written examinations in the concentration areas are composed by the faculty of 

the concentration concerned, with consultation of the Concentration Director and with the approval of 

the Graduate Dean. Those in the core are composed by a committee consisting of the Graduate Dean 

and the Concentration Directors. 

 

4. The written examinations are graded by members of an examining committee, which will also conduct 

the oral examinations. All panel members will read each part of the written examination. The examining 
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OTHER POLICIES 

 



/braniff/student-resources/index.php
/braniff/student-resources/index.php




https://www.udallas.edu/offices/civil-rights/civil-rights-policies.php
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¶ In the employment context, unreasonably interferes with the victim’s work performance 

or creates an intimidating, hostile or offensive work environment. 

¶ In the education context, is sufficiently severe, pervasive or persistent that the conduct 

interferes with a student’s ability to participate in, or benefit from, educational programs 

or activities of the University. 

¶ Examples of sexual harassment may include, but are not limited to: 

o Pressuring another to engage in sexual behavior for some educational or 

employment benefit (quid pro quo sexual harassment); 

o Persistent unwelcome efforts to develop a romantic or sexual relationship; 

o Unwelcome commentary about an individual’s body or sexual activity; 

o Unwanted sexual attention; 

o Repeatedly engaging in sexually-oriented conversations, comments or horseplay, 

including the use of language or the telling of jokes or anecdotes of a sexual nature 

in the workplace, office, or classroom, even if such conduct is not objected to by 

those present; or 

o Gratuitous use of sexually-oriented materials, not directly related to the subject 

matter of a class, course or meeting, even if not objected to by those present. 

 

Supportive Measures. When a violation of the University Civil Rights Policy is reported, the University 

will consider supportive measures to protect involved persons and/or the community. An alleged victim is 

not required to file a formal complaint to receive supportive measures. Supportive measures may include 

changes in academic, living, or transportation arrangements, working conditions, or other protective 

measures. The University will make such accommodations or provide such protective measures if requested 

and if they are reasonably available, regardless of whether the victim chooses to report the alleged violations 

to University Police or local law enforcement.  

 

The University of Dallas has designated the following people to oversee the University’s response to all 

civil rights complaints, including Title IX reports such as allegations of sexual harassment, sexual assault, 

dating and domestic violence, and stalking. To find out more information, ask questions, or to report a 

possible civil rights violation, contact 

 

Joshua Skinner, J.D. 

Director, Office of Civil Rights and Title IX 

Civil Rights/Title IX Coordinator 

Braniff Graduate Building, 132 

1845 E. Northgate Drive 

Irving, Texas 75062 

mailto:jaskinner@udallas.edu
mailto:lwilliams2@udallas.edu


 

 

22 

Ed Maher Athletics Center 

1845 E. Northgate Drive 

Irving, Texas 75062 

(972) 721-5010 

mheckman@udallas.edu  

 

Students with Disabilities: Any student who, because of a disability may require special arrangements in 

order to meet the course requirements should register with Student Disability Services (udallas.edu/sds) in 

order to obtain appropriate verification.  Upon receiving the letter of accommodation, the student should 

contact the instructor as soon as possible to make any necessary arrangements.  Please note instructors are 

not allowed to provide classroom accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student 

Disability Services has been provided.  For additional information, you may contact the Title IX/Section 

504 Coordinator, Joshua Skinner, in Braniff 132 or 972-721-5056.                 
 
Malicious or false charges: Because accusations of unlawful discrimination are extremely serious and 

mailto:mheckman@udallas.edu
http://udallas.edu/sds
http://udallas.edu/complaint
http://udallas.edu/civil-rights
http://udallas.edu/titleix

