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Education 

B.A. University of Dallas, English literature, with honors, 1970 

Fulbright-supported study in German literature and philosophy, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, 
Germany, 1970-71 

Ph.D. Yale University, comparative literature, 1975. 
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5. (Ed.) Gained Horizons: Regensburg and the Enlargement of Reason. South Bend, Ind.: St. Augustine’s, 
2011. Essays by Jean Bethke Elshtain, R. R. Reno, Peter Augustine Lawler, Glenn Arbery, and 
others. 

6. (Ed.) The Prospect of Lyric. Series Studies in Genre. Dallas: Dallas Institute Publications, 2012. 
Includes my essay “The Heart’s Metronome: Dennis Scott and Jamaican Lyric,” 363-84. 
 

Publications: Editor, Journal Special Issue  

“Magical Realism,” Janus Head 5.2 (2002), featuring Michael Wood, Lois Parkinson Zamora, Wendy Faris, 
and others. 
 
Publications: Articles, Review-Essays, Textbook and Anthology Sections 

1. “The Serpent’s Coils: How to Read Caroline Gordon’s Later Fiction.” Southern Review 16 (1980): 
281-98. 

2. “Walter Benjamin’s Theory of Allegory.” New German Critique No. 22 (1981): 109-22. 

3. “Dante’s ‘Novella Tebe.’” Comparatist 6 (1982): 16-23. 

4. “Reading Glyphic Writing: Vor-Textual Stratagems” (review-essay). Southern Review 19 (1983): 
213-18.  

5. “Dante, Hegel, and the Comedy of History.” The Terrain of Comedy. Ed. Louise Cowan. Dallas: 
Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture Press, 1984. 89-109. 

6. “Moby-Dick as the Preservation of Reading.” Approaches to Teaching Melville’s Moby-Dick. Ed. Martin 
Bickman. New York: MLA, 1985. 51-55. 

7. “America Between Two Myths: Moby-Dick as Epic.” The Epic Cosmos. Ed. Larry Allums. Dallas: 
Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture Press, 1992. 219-48. 

8. “The Limits of Rationality: Oedipus the King.” Classic Texts and the Nature of Authority: Essays from a 
Principals’ Institute. Ed. Donald Cowan and Louise Cowan. Dallas: Dallas Institute Publications, 
1993. 165-179. 

9. 
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15. “Through the Unlit Door of Earth: Sophocles’ Transformation of Tragedy,” The Tragic Abyss 145-64. 

16. Foreword, Interpreting Nikolai Gogol within Russian Orthodoxy: A Neglected Influence on the First Great 
Russian Novelist, by James D. Hardy, Jr., and Leonard J. Stanton. Lewiston, Me.: Edwin Mellen 
Press, 2006, i-iv. 

17. “A Comparative Civilization Course Featuring Classic Texts.” Classics for an Emerging World. Ed. 
William Theodore de Bary, Shang Wei, and Rachel E. Chung. New York: Columbia University 
Committee on Asia and the Middle East, 2008. 113-114. 

18. 

http://udallas.edu/news/2014/a-conversation-with-rabbi-sacks.html
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Conference Presentations 

Numerous presentations at Modern Language Assn. of America, American Comparative Literature Assn., 
Assn. for Core Texts and Courses, International Society for the Study of Narrative, South Central Modern 
Language Assn., Southern Comparative Literature Assn., South Central Conference on Christianity and 
Literature, Southern Humanities Conference, and other professional organizations. 

Conferences Organized 

1. Co-director, interdisciplinary colloquium “Intertextuality and Civilization in the Americas,” LSU, 
June, 1992, featuring Elizabeth Fox-Genovese (Emory U.), Edouard Glissant (premier author of 
Martinique), Roberto González Echevarría (Yale U.), and Barbara Johnson (Harvard U.) 

2. Director, Comparative Literature Colloquium “Lyric and World Poetics,” LSU, June, 1997, 
featuring Frederick Turner (U. of Texas-Dallas) and Masaki Mori (Emory U.) 

3. Co-host, 5th annual conference of ACTC, New Orleans, April 1999 

4. Co-host, Southern Humanities Conference annual meeting, New Orleans, February 2002 

5. Organizing Committee, 10th annual conference of ACTC, Irving, Tex., April 10-13, 2004 

6. Conference co-director, “Beyond the Islands: Extending the Meaning of Caribbean Cultures,” 
inaugural conference of LSU Program in Louisiana and Caribbean Studies, LSU, April 22-24, 2004, 
featuring Antonio Benítez-Rojo (Amherst College) and other main speakers 

7. Director, Conference on the Lyric Volume in the Genre Series, Dallas, July 28-29, 2006 

8. Director, "The Regensburg Moment: Benedict XVI and the Rediscovery of Reason," special 
conference, Assumption College, Sept. 21-22, 2007, featuring Jean Bethke Elshtain, R. R. Reno, 
Peter Lawler, Glenn Arbery, and four other speakers 

9. Host and Co-Organizer, ACTC 14th annual conference, Plymouth, Mass., April 3-6, 2008 

10. Organizer, “Word and Form,” conference on the future of the Genre Series, Dallas, June 21-22, 
2013 

11. Colloquium, “Donald Cowan: A Celebration of His 100th Birthday,” University of Dallas, April 4, 
2014 

Conference Panels Organized 

1. Chair, Melville Society program, “Melville, Language, and the Critique of Culture,” MLA 
Convention, Washington, D.C., December, 1984 

2. Co-chair, special session “Rereading Hegel: Rethinking American Literature,” MLA Convention, 
New York, December, 1986 

3. Chair of panel “The Idea of the City and the Focus of the Liberal Arts,” ACTC conference, New 
Orleans, April 1999 

4. Panel chair, “Ancients and Moderns: What Is the Poetic? How Do We Know It?” ACTC 
conference, Plymouth, Mass., April 11, 2015 

Research Funding 

1. LSU Office of Research Summer Grant, 1977 
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“Toward a Global Core: Integrating Global History, the Humanities, and Core Teaching,” LSU Honors 
College/Southern University Honors Program joint faculty seminar, July-August, 2002, funded by U. 
S. Department of Education Grant to LSU Foreign Languages Dept. 

D’Alzon Faculty Seminars at Assumption College: 

 “Virgil and the Motives for Civilization,” Fall 2006 
 “Faulkner and the Education of the Soul,” Spring 2007 
 “Dostoevsky, Petersburg, and Us,” Fall 2007 
 “Dramas of Liberal Education,” Spring 2008 
 
University Service 

LSU:  

 Member, university committees for:  

  Program review 

  Academic planning and program evaluation 

  Grant application review 

  Fellowship application review 

 Department of English:  

Director of Graduate Studies 1985-87: expanded the Ph.D. and M.F.A. programs, including 43 
new courses and new program guidelines, and developed recruiting and publicity 

  Member, Program in Louisiana and Caribbean Studies, 2004-2008 

  Assisted the chair in hiring and in personnel decisions 

  Chaired or served on most departmental committees 

 Center for French and Francophone Studies:  

  Faculty Advisory Board, 1985-88, 2001-04 

  Member, Comité scientifique, 2005-2008 

 Comparative Literature Interdepartmental Graduate Program:  

  Founding member and co-designer of the program, 1988 

  Executive committee/steering committee/core faculty 1988-2008 

  Coordinator and director, LSU Comparative Literature Summer Institute, 1990-97   

 Honors College:  

  Chair, committee to improve interdisciplinary curriculum, 1998-99 

  Directed joint LSU-Southern U. honors faculty seminar, August 2002 

  Composed statement outlining goals for curriculum expansion and research support policy in 
Honors College 

  Recruiting and student advising 
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University of Dallas:  

 Co-proposer (with Dr. David Gregory, M.D.), Donald Cowan Science Institute, 2001-02  

Director, Arete, UD’s on-campus summer program in liberal education for high school students, 2013-
16. 

Invited Rabbi Jonathan Lord Sacks to give the 2014 McDermott Lecture and led preparations for his 
visit, including organizing discussion groups for faculty and students 

Member, Presidential Commission on Gender Fairness, Equity, and Respect, 2014-15. 

Grant Writing for Public Education 

1. Chief writer, National Science Foundation grant to Louisiana Systemic Initiative Program (LaSIP) 
for technology assistance in Louisiana schools, 1998-99 ($250,000 awarded) 

2. Chief writer, U.S. Department of Education grant to the Governor, Louisiana Board of Regents, 
and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for statewide teacher preparation reform, 2000-
2003 ($1.5 million awarded) 

 


