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Philosophy of language as a regular subject matter of university teaching is hardly more than a
century old, but Western thinkers have reflected on speech and language since pre-Socratic
times. The relevant ancient Greek word here is ORJRV, which originally meant speech,
well-ordered language. It is only after the fourth century B.C. that it comes to mean an individual
word—but it was as early as Heraclitus that it could be used as synonymous with UHDVRQ, the
power of mind that speaking implies.

The classic definition of human being suggested by Aristotle had it that DQWKURSRV, human being,
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Guided by the teachings of Thomas Aquinas — the 'RFWRU +XPDQLWDWLV, as John Paul II named
him — we will seek wisdom about the human being, inquiring into the place of the human being
in reality as PXQGXV PLQRU (a “smaller world” or “microcosm”), the human being’s natural and
metaphysical unity, God’s creation of the human being, and the moral dimension of human
existence. Our inquiries will be rooted in reading and discussing writings concerning the human
being found in the 6XPPD WKHRORJLDH and other works by the 'RFWRU &RPPXQLV, along with
pieces by scholars who explicate and illuminate his teachings. With the help of the 'RFWRU
$QJHOLFXV, therefore, we will endeavor to arrive at an “adequate anthropology,” i.e., a principled
understanding of the human being that measures up to the multi-dimensional character of our
human existence and experience.


